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 Welcome! For over 23 years, the Medical Ethics Short Course (MESC) has provided essential Bioethics training for the 

Military Healthcare Community. After a 3-year hiatus, the Walter Reed-Bethesda Department of Pastoral Care and Hospital 

Ethics Committee are pleased to reintroduce the Short Course. Supervisors are encouraged to grant subordinates 

scheduling flexibility to allow those interested the opportunity to attend.  

  

 The MESC is designed to help increase your competence in addressing the ethical issues you encounter in providing 

medical care. A combination of lectures, case studies, discussions, and training will cover the core issues of ethical theories, 

principles, and methods, key bioethics cases, evolving standards for ethics consultation, and areas of clinical ethical 

controversy and consensus. Our faculty of over 12 subject matter experts come from diverse professional backgrounds and 

will present 21 class hours of instruction and training. 

 

 New to the Medical Ethics short course is the introduction of 4 individual 3-hour specialty tracks of in-depth training, 

role-playing, discussion and advanced training in the following areas: * 

 Ethics Consultation  

 Advance Medical Directives & The Five Wishes 

 Medical Ethical Decision Making 

 Spirituality in Healthcare/Spiritual Assessment 
  *Intensives are repeated on days two and three, see course schedule for details  

  

 The 2013 WRNMMC Medical Ethics Short Course has been approved for 20.75 hours of CME accreditation with the 

Council for Continuing Medical Education, and is seeking 21 Category I CEU credits from the Maryland Board of Social Work 

Examiners. Other professionals seeking certification can receive a certificate reflective of their respective hours of 

attendance.   Registration is limited to 150 and YOU MUST REGISTER for the course before 21 October 2013 in order to 

receive CE credits. When you register, indicate what type of certification you are seeking. Participants seeking CME must 

ALSO register separately at the CME site.  

 

 Accompanying this letter is a copy of the agenda, detailed information on Continuing Education Credits, and 

recommendations on travel, parking and lodging.  We look forward to seeing and serving you! If you have any questions, 

please do not hesitate to contact us. The best way to contact us is at wrnmmc.ethics@health.mil. 

 

 

 Warm Regards, 

 

 

 

Chaplain (MAJ) Stephen Pratel Sr. 

Bioethicist - Department of Pastoral Care 

Walter Reed National Military Medical Center 

Bethesda, MD 20889 

(301) 400-2224, BB (301) 385-4734 stephen.pratel@health.mil  
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Course Offering and Schedule 

28 October 
Day 1 Plenary 

0745-1200 Session Course Instructor 

 
0745-0800 Welcome  Opening Comments Welcome and Instructions Ch Stephen Pratel 

 
0800-0900 Session 1 Intro/History /Principles of Bioethics Ch Stephen Pratel 

 
0900-1000 Session 2 Medical Ethics in Pediatric care Dr. Jason Higginson 

 
1000-1015 BREAK 

 
1015-1115 Session 3 Ethical Models of the Doctor-Patient Relationship Dr. Jim Walter 

  1115-1215 Session 4 Determining Decision-Making Capacity Dr. Martin Chin  

  1215-1330  LUNCH BREAK 

  1330-1430 Session 5 Advance Medical Directives 5 Wishes  Mr. Paul Cauchon 

  1430-1530 Session 6 Ethical Issues at the End of Life Dr. Randy Howe 

  1515-1615 Session 7 Physician Assisted Suicide Dr. Peter Weina 

          

 29 October 
Day 2 Plenary 

0745-1200 Session Course Instructor 

 
0745-0800 Welcome Day 2 Welcome and Instructions Ch Stephen Pratel 

 
0800-0900 Session 8 Approaches to Healthcare Ethics Consultation Dr. Jim Walter 

 
0900-1000 Session 9 Healthcare and Limited Resources  Dr. Randy Howe 

 
1000-1015 BREAK 

 
1015-1115 Session 10 Spirituality In Health Care Staff Chaplains 

 
1115-1215 Session 11 Healthcare Mediation and Resolutions Mrs. Judy Logeman  

  1215-1330  LUNCH BREAK 

 
Day 2 Intensives*     Instructor 

 
1330-1630 Group 1 Approaches to Healthcare Ethics Consultation* Dr. Jim Walter 

 
1330-1630 Group 2 Spirituality in Healthcare* Staff Chaplains  

  1330-1630 Group 3 5 Wishes - Training and Discussion* Mr. Paul Cauchon 

 
1330-1630 Group 4 Medical Ethical Decision Making* Ch Stephen Pratel 

          
30 October 

Day 3 Plenary 
0745-1200 Session Course Instructor 

 
0745-0800 Welcome Day 3 Welcome and Instructions Ch Stephen Pratel 

 
0800-0900 Session 12  Human Subject Protection Mr. John Gillion 

 
0900-1000 Session 13 Research Ethics (IRB's) Ms. Marianne Elliot 

 
1000-1015 BREAK 

 
1015-1115 Session 14 Comparison of American/British Medical Ethics CH Andrew Shriver 

  1115–1230  LUNCH BREAK 

 
Day 3 Intensives*    Instructor 

 
1230-1530 Group 1 Approaches to Healthcare Ethics Consultation* Dr. Jim Walter 

 
1230-1530 Group 2 Spirituality in Healthcare* Staff Chaplains  

 
1230-1530 Group 3 5 Wishes - Training and Discussion* Mr. Paul Cauchon 

 
1230-1530 Group 4 Medical Ethical Decision Making* Ch Stephen Pratel 

          
Closing 
Session 

1545-1630 Session 15  The Future of Military Medical Ethics Panel 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR CEU CERTIFICATION 

The Department of Social Work maintains responsibility for this activity and has been granted automatic authorization by the 
Maryland State Board of Social Work Examiners, to sponsor this program and award 21 hours of Category 1 Continuing Education 
credit for the WRNMMC MESC. Those seeking CEU’s must do the following in order to receive CEU credit.  

(A) Pre-Register at  http://www.wrnmmc.capmed.mil/Conferences/Medical%20Ethics/Ethics.aspx 
(B) You must sign in at the CEU Table BEFORE MORNING AND AFTERNOON SESSIONS. 
(C) Complete and TURN IN a course evaluation for each session attended to the CEU table on the LAST day of the Course. 

**Course evaluations will be available at the Social Worker sign in table, PLEASE take appropriate forms when you sign in 
(D) Certificates will be generated and emailed within 30 days. IF YOU DO NOT RECIEVE CONFORMATION WITHIN 30 DAYS, PLEASE 

CONTACT US!  
**Questions about CEU certification can be directed to our CEU administrator, ENS Yomaira Gonzalez, (301)319-7721,     
or yomaira.m.gonzalez.mil@health.mil.  

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR CME CERTIFICATION 

The Navy Medicine Professional Development Center designates this Live Activity for a maximum of 20.75 AMA PRA Category 1 
Credits. In order to obtain CME you must follow the instructions on the website listed below:  

(A) Pre-Register at  http://www.wrnmmc.capmed.mil/Conferences/Medical%20Ethics/Ethics.aspx 
(B) SIGN IN – You must sign in at the CME Table ONCE EACH DAY. 
(C) REGISTER (FOR EXISTING CME SYSTEM USERS)  

1. Click this hyperlink:  Walter Reed Medical Ethics Short Course Fall 2013. 
2. Register for Course 

REGISTER (FOR NEW CME SYSTEM USERS) 
1. All attendees seeking CME credit must register online with the CME website. From the internet access:  
https://education.mods.army.mil/NavyCME/Default.aspx 
2. Click on “REGISTRATION” on the right side of the screen 
3. Click on “REQUEST LOGIN ID, after establishing your Login ID and password click on “LOG IN” and log in. 
4. In the “LIST OF ACTIVITIES OFFERED” screen, type the Activity Title “MEDICAL ETHICS SHORT COURSE” and change 
location to “MARYLAND” Click “SEARCH.” 
5. Click on “WALTER REED MEDICAL ETHICS SHORT COURSE FALL 2013” 
6. On the next screen select:  “CLICK HERE TO REGISTER FOR THIS ACTIVITY” at the top of the screen. 
7. You will be required to type in your personal registration information. 
8. After completing all fields, click REGISTER NOW. 
9. You will get a confirmation screen that you are now registered! 
10. Upon completion of the training, all attendees must return to the CME website, log in, and complete an evaluation for 
each course you attended. 

 
(D) EVALUATE COURSE (ALL USERS) 

1. WITHIN 24 HOURS OF COURSE COMPLETION, YOU MUST log into your account, navigate to the section for the Short 
Course and complete course evaluations.  You will only receive CME credits for the sessions/courses you evaluate!   
2. Follow the instructions from the website for completing evaluations and obtaining certificates. 
3. IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE CONFORMATION WITHIN 10 DAYS, PLEASE CONTACT US! 

** Questions about CME registration can be directed to course director CH (MAJ) Stephen Pratel at 301 400-2224, 
WRNMMC.ethics@health.mil or Stephen.pratel@health.mil. 
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EDUCATION GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

The Walter Reed National Military Medical Center’s Medical Ethics Short Course (MESC) seeks to increase expertise in resolving 
ethical issues in the clinical setting. The course seeks to accomplish three objectives:  

 Assist DOD caregivers in identifying, analyzing and resolving ethical dilemmas in the hospital and on the battlefield. 
 Educate and train DOD caregivers in applying current training in bioethics and related law.  
 Evaluate hospital ethics programs, using current medical ethics guidelines. 

CONTINUING EDUCATION ACCREDITATION AND CERTIFICATION 

CEU Accreditation and Credit Designation  
The Department of Social Work maintains responsibility for this activity and has been granted automatic authorization by the 
Maryland State Board of Social Work Examiners, to sponsor this program and award 21 hours of Category 1 Continuing Education 
credit for the WRNMMC MESC.  

CME Credit Designation and Accreditation 
The Navy Medicine Professional Development Center designates this Live Activity for a maximum of 20.75 AMA PRA Category 1 
Credits. Participants should claim only the credit commensurate with their participation.  This activity has been planned and 
implemented in accordance with the Essential Areas and policies of the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education 
(ACCME) through the direct sponsorship of the Navy Medicine Professional Development Center. The Navy Medicine Professional 
Development Center is accredited by the ACCME to provide continuing medical education. 

Professional Certificate of Training 
DOD Healthcare Professionals seeking certification can receive, upon request, a certificate reflective of their respective hours of 
attendance. 

CME Disclosure Statement 
The Activity Director, Activity Planner, Committee Members, Faculty Members, and all others in a position to control the content of 
this CME activity provide the following disclosure information: "Nothing to disclose."  There is no commercial support associated 
with this educational activity. 

 

TRAVEL, PARKING AND LODGING GUIDANCE 

1. Overview: This is a no cost event. Individuals attending are financially responsible for their travel, lodging and expenses.  

2. Suggestions for Travel and Parking: Please note! There is limited visitor parking on the WRNMMC Campus. Attendees are 

strongly encouraged to utilize local transportation and metro.  WRNMMC is readily accessible utilizing the Washington 

Metropolitan Area Transit Authority. Click the following hyperlinks or copy and paste the URLs, for information pertaining 

to travel and parking.  

A) Directions and Parking Instructions to WRNMMC: 

http://www.wrnmmc.capmed.mil/PatientVisitors/SitePages/Directions.aspx   

B) WRNMMC Parking Map: http://www.wrnmmc.capmed.mil/Shared%20Documents/Base_Map.pdf   

C) There is continuous shuttle service between the Medical Center Metro station and the Hospital. WRNMMC Shuttle 

Schedule: http://www.wrnmmc.capmed.mil/PatientVisitors/SitePages/Shuttles_and_Buses.aspx    

D) Mass Transit Station Map: http://www.wmata.com/rail/station_detail.cfm?station_id=13 

E) ALTERNATE PARKING OPTION: The Grosvenor-Strathmore station is 5 miles north of WRNMMC (on RED line).  

Plenty of Parking and a STRESS FREE 5-minute Metro ride! http://www.wmata.com/rail/station_detail.cfm?station_id=14 
3. Lodging: There are a number of hotels within a five-mile radius of WRNMMC, to include the Navy Lodge (located on the 

campus of WRNMMC).  Click on the following hyperlinks or copy and paste URLs, for lodging: 

A) Navy Lodge: https://www.navy-lodge.com/lodge_page.html?p_lodge_number=24     

B) Hotels near the WRNMMC:  

http://www.metrotravelguide.com/hotels_nearby/bethesda/md/usa/0/national_naval_medical_center/  

http://www.wrnmmc.capmed.mil/PatientVisitors/SitePages/Directions.aspx
http://www.wrnmmc.capmed.mil/Shared%20Documents/Base_Map.pdf
http://www.wrnmmc.capmed.mil/PatientVisitors/SitePages/Shuttles_and_Buses.aspx
http://www.wmata.com/rail/station_detail.cfm?station_id=13
http://www.wmata.com/rail/station_detail.cfm?station_id=14
https://www.navy-lodge.com/lodge_page.html?p_lodge_number=24
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